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New lork, Friday, April 23,1863,

THE SITUATION.
The weather near Yorktown is again quite plea-
Baut and favorable for the operations of unr troops,
he siege works are going on vigorously, and the
¥oen are in splendid condition, full of hope and
tnnml,enl of victory. Skirmishes with the rebel
ickets continue to be frequent, giving our mea
wome active work to perform, althongh the results
&re nol more important thay those always incident
o the progress of a siege.
Further intelligence concerning the late affair of
portion of General Burnside's srmy, near Elizabeth
Jity, eonfirms our previous reports that the vebel
tcmt of a disaater to our nrms were uutrue,
vlonel Snmmers and Licodenant Carnes arrived at
bulh‘mm in the boat from Fortress Monroe yes.
rday, having reached there abont an hour before
© boat left, in the steamer Cossack, from Now-
. They report that a fight occurred las:
y near the camal locks of Elizabeth
ty, North Ogroling, between (olonel
awkins' rogiment and a force of rebels. The
bels were repulsed with considerable loss. Our
%3 is estimated at fifty killed snd wo

Ao

tablisking diplomatie intarcourss with those coun-
tries, was taken up, snd Mr. Davis, of Kentucky, of-
fered u substitute, authorizing the President to ap-
point & Consul at Liboris and 8 Consul General at
Hayti, to negotiate treaties. The substitule was
tejectsd, and the bill passed by a vote of 82 t0 7.
The copsideration of the Confiscation bill was then

resumed, and Mr. Collamer, republican, made &
speech ngainst it. Mz, Sherman's smendment to
the original bill, limiting confiscation to persons
who held certain offices under the rebel govera-
ment was agreed to—yens 37, nays 11. The Far-
ther consideration of the subject weas then post-
poned, and the Senate went into executive
soasion.

In the House of Rep talives, & lution
ealling for the correspondence betweenthe French
and United States governmenta relative to the war
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Aflairs,
Bills suthorizing treaties with the Utah and New
Mexico Indians, extinguishing their titles to lands,
were referred to the Commitles of the Whele.
A bill to settle the accounts of New York
for advances made during the war with
Great Britain and for other purposes, was
referred  to  the Committes on Claima,
The Confiscation bills were then taken
up, and after some debats the House, by a vote of
W to 31, referred the subject to s special commit’
tee. A resolution to print 240000 copiea of the
agricnitursl report of the Pateat office—25 000 in
German—was adoptgd. In Committer of tho
Whole, Messra, Rollins, of Mame, and Allen, of
Ohio, made speeches on the subject of our national
troubles, and Mr. Edwards spoke in favor of the
bill giving bounties to widows and heirs of velun-
teers.  Mr, Vallandigham, of Ohio, quoted from »
speech of Senator Wade, in which the latter
charged the former with disloyalty to the Union,
and smphatically pronounced the Seuator ** o linr,
a secoundrel and s coward,' and expressed his
readiness to meet bim anywhere. bir, Blake took
up the quarre! for Senator Wade, and Mr. Hutching
| offered & Tesolution declaring Mr. Valiandigham's

| langnage a violation of the rules of the House and

a breach of decorum, and that he is deserving of
and is hereby censured by the House. Pending
the question on the resolution the Hounse adjourned,
MISCELLANEQOUS NEWS.
By the wrrival of the Spanish war steamer Isa-
bel la Catolica, we are in possession of import-
ant news from Mexico and South America. Tt
will be seen that the French are moving on the
vity of Mexico, and that the Spaniards and English
are rotiring in disgust. Several French Zonaves
had heen lagsoed amd hanged by the Mexican
guerillas, The conntry is in a most melanchaly
and unsattied comdition. Some more Sponish
troops had arrived, and the heaith of the expedi-
tionary army was gensrally very good.
From St. Domingo we learn that there is a
prospect of o misondergandioe between the Span-
fsh and Huytien goveruments, concerning the old
question of the boundary line.  Spain is detarmin.
ed to have the old limits established; bul the Hay-
tiens arc inclined to resist what they regard as an
unjust apd illegal claim. The Spanish forces are
conventrating at Agua, and it is expected that
they will attack the Haytiens unloss they do as
thuy are bid. The Spauinrds say that if urged to
make war they will compel Geffrard to give
the line claimed and to pay all expenses. The
Madrid correspondent of the I endunce Delge,
writing on the 30th ult., stutes that a rewal
decroe, gigned by the Queen of Spain, has ereo(od
the famons Seutana, who sold St. Pomingo to
the Spanish government, the ** Marquis de las Car-
reras,” this being the name of the place where
the Haytiens and Pomiuicans met in combat some
FEATS B0,
The news {rom Venezuels, published in the Ha-
vana papers of the 15th inst., goes to show that
the rebel furees were being driven to the wall on
every gide. Fiom all quarters the news was fu-
vorable to the government. The army of the re-
el chief, Falcon, had been attacked at Coro, and
utterly defeated, by the young General (Camero,
The schooner Anita had arrived safely at Laguay-
va, with eight hundred stand of arms for the

olonel Hawkins was wounded in the right breast
his Adf‘ant killed. It is also reported that
Buraside has reccived proposals from the
vernor of North Carolina for the surrender of
e Btate, though with what amount of truth we
now unable to say. I
§ We publish to-day some highly interesting news
m the Bouthern papers; among other things the
tement from the Atlunta (Ga.) Confodervey,
2t Northers Alabama and Western Georgis are
ompletely at the mercy of General Mitchel,
hioas present position is declared to be such, at
unter’s Landing, that Le can at once proceed to
sme, take that city, burn down the foundries, and
apture all the armes, take poszsession of the en-
ines on the railroad, and not only cut off rein-
rcemonts and ueans of retreat from the rebel
eneral Kirby Smith, who was alleged to be
ching towards Huntaville, but leave, at
same time, the rebal forces at Knox-
lle, Greenville- and Cumberland Gap, to-
ther with all Western Virginia, completely
xposed. The Ricimond Eraminer of the 234,
aking of affairs at Yorktown, says that our
oops had cut & omal between the York and
arwick rivers, which gives us a water front
roas that whole stretch of country, which must
Pontribute materially to the strength of our posi,
ion, Tt states further Wit on Saturday night last
vT men were engaged in throwing up intrench-
cats, snd thas, st daylght on Sunday, they wpro
ompleted, and guns mounted within & {housand
rds of the robel position.
According to ststements which reach us by
o Dritish sohooner Ev#lina, from Nuossan, New
rovidenoe, arrived at this port yesterday, it up-
ard that the rebel steamer Nashville, which now
s under the recently assumed neme of the
wmas L. Wragg, had returned to Nassan in a dis-
ried oondition, one of her paddle boxes being
dly injured. Fhe Lad made an imeffectyal at-
mpt W run the blockade into Charlesion,
the dsmage was supposed to lave
cen recelved Ly a shot from one of our
lockading equadros, probably the Gemshok.
o Nashville had on bourd o full curgo of suuu-
Ition and guns, broughi
slidintor to Nassan,
Tha rebel steamer Ella Wasley (furmerly the
ahely hnd nlso arrived @t Nassan (oon Huvana,
ith & cargo of salipetra and potash, i woulg
Kitcnpt to rus the blocksde. The rebel sio. .
¢l had run the Charleston blockade and arilved
h‘ Nussau. There were also gllher amall robel ves
at Nassau, all having successfully rmm the
lveckade.

¥ the Dritish vessel

o

CONGRESS,
In the Bonate yesterday, a communication from
 War Departmont, covering copies of contracts
ade by that department for 1861, was presented,
large number of petitions, msking a rednetion
the proposed tax on heer and mait liquors,
prosonied and refeired. The bill providing
the recognition -of HayH &nd [ﬂwm. and o

-
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gover The forces of Carapano and Matu-
rin attacked Acosta on the Rio Grande, and after
a bloody combat the Iatter was forced to fly, The
rebels of the East had been seriously affected by
thizs hlow. Gen. Guerara had also met the ene-
my and defeated him at San Antonio. There
Liad been several skirmishes, all of them highly
favorable to the government of General Paez.
The prize schooner Dixie, which arrived at
Philadelphin on Wednesday, was formerly the
schooner H. €, J, Neild, of Baltimore, She is one
lundred and ten tons burthen, and at the breaking
out of the rebellion was fitted out as & privateer,
armed with three gans, and in that capacity cap-
tured the  Mary Aliee, with a valnable cargo,
which was recaptured by the United States ship
Wabash, and the prisg crew gent to Fort La-
fayette,
By the arrival of the gchooner Eveling at this
port yesterday, from Nassau, N. P., we leurn
that the Cunard mail steamer Karnak, from Ha,
vana for" New York, Tan aground inthe hurbor
of Wassan, on the afternoon of the l4th inst,,
and I 2 few Lours alter bilged. Her passengers
and mails were tuken off, and purt of her < irgo of
angar and cotton was saved in @ domeged s'ate,
Twelve of her passengers arrived in the Eveliv:
and the remainder, together with the mails, sailec
for New York in the schooner J. J. Finlayson.
The Bridgetown (Harbadoes) Times of the 25th
nitimo has the following paragraph, copied from a
Dominican jonrnal, in regard to the United States
phip Shepherd Knapp:—'“The Upited States ship-of-
war Shepherd Kunapp, Commander Eytinge, ar-
rived at Prince Ruperts on Thursday lnst and an-
chored in the bay. After twenty-four hours stay,
however, her commander was informed by Mr.
Police Magistrate Johustone, that by a recent pro-
clamation of her Majesty he could remain no
longer im the bay, but must depart. He stated
that he had come in to get water and to paint and
reflt, and was not aware of the proclumation, and
regnested to be allowed time to writn to his Execl.
lency the Lieutenant Govern r for permission to
remuoin until he eounld effect these ohjects. The
aswer returned was that suck permission could
not be granted, and that e ooost leave unless de-
tained by stress of weather.  €he loft at about ten
o'clock P. M. on Sunday, and stood away to the
northwest, evidently steering for Sy, Thomas,'
The Shepherd Knapp arrived st this port last
woek, and Is now at the Brooklva Navy Yard,
The United BLiles stenmer Cossack arrived st this
port Inst evenlug from Newboru, vis Fortress Mon-
roe, bringing a large nowmber of pansengers, among
them 140 of the soldiers wounded ot the late hat-
tla of Nowhern, The commissionsrs for attecding
to the sick and wounded also arrived in the same
vesscl,
The Board of Aldermen Ald no! organiee lnst
evening, & quorum not being pecacnt,
The Bosard of Councilmen did not meef lost
evening, & quornin not Leing poosent whon the
roll wes called. President Minckpey declared the
Board r;djnllﬂ‘!r A 4N Mond Ay

In the Court of General Bessions yesterday,
Charles H. Flemiug was tried and convicied of
marrylng Jave A, Butt, on the 51t of
December, 1861, while his first wife was lving.

bigamy in

o wue remandad for sentenge, John M, Hali wan
placed vn trial chinrged with perpetrating a £
nious aseault upon Dr. Franels Petigenn, fn Frank-

lin atreet, on the 15th of March, by eutting him
with a knfle. The jury convicted him of assault
and battery, and the Lecorder will pass sentenee
on Saturday. JLeonard Flicker, fudicted for s'sh-
Ling Mathew Joyce with & knife, pleaded guilty to
an naaanlt with & dangerous weapon with intent to

do badily harm, and was seat Luck for sentemngs

Qounsel for Robert J. Hall, oharged with false pre-
tences in repregenting himself to be & Soulbern re-
fugee and 8 member of the clerical profession,
moved for his discharge, Hall having been brought
before the vourt on u writ of habeas corpus, Hia
counsel maintained that the alleged representss
tions, if mnde, did not constitute a legal offence.
The Recordor did mot ooincide with the counsel,
but discharged the writ and Leld the prisoner for
further exsmination.

The usual semi-monthly meeting of the Commis-
#ioners of L'ublic Charities and Correction was
held ycsterday afternoon, Simeon Drapor, Feq.,
Preaident, in the chair. From the weekly state-
ment submitted to the Board it appears that the
number remaining in the various institutions on
the 12th inst. was 7,425; admittod since, 2,119;
died, 30; discharged, 1,654; sent to Blackwell's
Island, 445; sent to State Prison, 3; remaining
April 19, 7,424; decrease, 1. The Committes of
the Whole roported that from the 11th to the 24th
of the present month, inclusive, 6.4 persons had
been transfecred from the oity prisons to Black-
woll'a Tsland aa vagrants and disorderly persons,
of which 173 were males and 430 fomales. The
réceipta from various sources, from the 11th to the
24th inst., wero 86,301 65,

The stock markel was sleady yesterday . the leature
was an advanoo in govoernmoeit sixes of ¥ a ¥ per cant,
Railway sbhares showed littlo or no ohange. Monay wae
very casy st provious quotatfons, The rate ol intsrest
allowed by tha Sub-Treasurer on deposits is b per cont to
banks and 4 to the pubhiz. Exchange dull; gola, 101 %,

The cotbon market was firm yoaterdsy, thaogh some
less animated than on the provious day. The sales ame-
braged 760 balos, on the basia of 29 b0, a 204 c., chicfiy
at tha lattor figure for middling uplands.  Seme peomd-
neut holdars ware not offaring thair cottins, while some
others rofusod to soll /mder H0e., which, however, wia
an outside figure. The flour market was again tirmer
and  highor, while sales worn  soma  less  sctive,
Whoat was Lield with firraness, while snlea were light
and prices  ireogular. Corn was  casler, with sales
of Wastern mixed at b8o, a 60e. in Blore Aod deliversd,
and al §%. a 6830, for yellow Delaware and Jersay,
Pork was in largor request, with sales of now moss ut
1236 0 $12 50, and of now primo at $10 a$10 25, and
1,000 bLis. mow moss wore sold, deliverable in June, at
$1225.  Sngars ware steady and active, and sales of
2,100 hisds. amd 121 boxes wera made at prices given in
nnother column. Molasses was in good roqueat, with
salos of 200 hda. Porto oo &t p. t., and 50 do. do-
at 4Tc. Coffes was quist; there was some iuquiry for the
artivle i bond for expors (o the Continent. Froight en-
gagaments were maoderate and williout change of im-
portancs.

The New Strategy of the Rebelsin Vir-
ginin nad the Southwest—=A Few Hints
for Mr. Scerelary Stanton.

The pumerous defeats of the rebels, from
Mi=souri to the Atlantic seaboard, in January
and February last, culminating in the surren-
der of their army st Fort Donelson, not only
broke dowa their entire line of Northern de-
fences, but compelled them to adopt an entirely
new plan of defensive warfare.

Jefl, Davis, in his February message to the
rebal Congress. substantially confes-od that in
undertaking to defend their Northern frontier
line against the inroads of the United States
forces, from the Veolomae to the Mississippi,
and thencé to the Missouri, the “Confederate
States” had atiempted too much. Our next
advives from Richmond informed us tlat the
rebel lenders were discussing a new plan of
operations; and next we were apprised that a
new plan. and one promising the best resulis,
had been adopted. - The rebel excodus had dis-
covered that & chaio of defentive works, how-
ever formidable aa a whole, was completely
broken down with the losa of two or three of
the conneeting links, and that it was, therefore,
awaste of money, time, labor, artillery and
munitions of war {0 repeat that extensive line
of defences which they had trled so hopefully,
but whieh . had so utterly and disastrously
fulled. -
And so, with their epmpulsory evacuntion of
' Nashville, the rebel chieis lost no time in pre-
paring for the evacuation of Manassas, so that
their army in the East might not be surrminded
or eut off from its communications with their
army in the West, Next we get Lold of a copy
of an sppeal from the War Ofiice at Richmond
“to the people of the Confederate States,” call-
ing upon them and upon thelr churches, corpo-
rations, &c., &e., for all the bells they can spure,
in order that they may be worked up into light
artillery, suitable for an army in motion from
point to point. At certain rlnces which mmst
he dofended, such as the svailable blufis and
islands of the Mississippl, and the commergial
cities of the Soutbern seaboard, and the ap-
proaches to Richmond, the heavy fortification
and naval guns from the great magazine of the
Norfolk Navy Yard are still to be emplored to
thie fullest extent; but all the ntermedinte sta-
tionary defences of the rebellion are %0 be
ahandoned. They wre to be, and are already:
superseded b7 two grest moveable rehbel ar-
mies, one in We East and ono in the West,
and each of these urmies is to be prepared at
-2 moment’s warping and in overwholming num-
bers to pounce upon any exposed detachment
of our advancing forces, and so lu cut up our
armies in detail.

Thi: is.a Napoleonio idea, the idoatical plaa
of setion under which the first Nopoleas out to
pieces in Italy iwo or three successive Ausirian
srules of vastly superior fores, and the steategy
whereby, u 1814, from bis interior position, he
achieved such wonders in his final strwugles
for Paris agalnst the overwhelming forces of the
advaneing semicircle of the Allles, by bis rapid
marchos against their detacted eolnmne from
day to day. General Sidoey Jolnstom and
Beauregard only followed these examples of
Napoleon in this late atiack against (he army
of General Graut st Pltishurg Londiog. Their
ohjects were to surprise him, defeat Wim, and
destroy his army, before General Buell's sonld
arrive to relieve him; and bul for those two
gunboats in the Tenoessoe river, ut the «ight
epot in the very crisin of danger. Gencral
firant’s army, in all probability, would huve
been destroyed; and the defeat of Maell might
have followed: and thus we might bave lost @l
the Stales and all the great moral advastoges
previously gained Ly our glovious victories in
the Wesl,

In the Fast as in the Wesl the relols bave
concesirated their strength upon so interior
centre of operations, and npon Yorktdwn, ws
upon Corlnth, cur forcos ave advaucing In con-
verging lines: s0 fo the East our advancing
forces nre menac. 1 with the same donger from
which they so narrowly essaped in the West,
General Haileak. a his very instructive work
entitled “Halleok s Klements of Military Al and
Holence,” suyw, in regard “to couverging Jines
of operation,” “that care should Le taken that
the point of meeting be suck that it may set be
tukeon a9 a strategic position by the encmy, aid
our forees be destroyed in detail befors they
can effoct u junction.” Then Le recites a num-
ber of remarkable instances in which groat
armiss have thus in delail been dectroyed, in-
cluding the exnmples to which we have already
alluded.

Now, if we are not mistaken, the army of
General MoDowaell, the army of General Bankas,

| aad the army of Geo .l Fgumont, widely nepa-

r s

rated from oach . “her, are moving by converging
linos to & point of meecting with Geaeral Me-
Cletlan, which is actually ocoupied and for-
tiflad as a strategio position by the enomy:
We are sure that in this msiter we are giving
no information which can be useful to the
onemy; for he is doubtiess much batter in-
forme:d of the movements of MeDowell, Banks
and Fremont then we can possibly be. But
the question thus recurs to us, ls the eity of
Washington positively safe, in viow of the late
strategical dash of the rebels upon Pittsburg
Landing t

The York peninsula is heavily fortifled.
CGeonoral McClellan's advanoe in it is arrested
by-an elaborato system of earthworks, which
indicate not a pitohed battle, but a reguler
siege to carry them. They may bo sufficiently
strong, with eight or ten thousand men, to dis-
pute the advanoce of McClellan's army for sove.
ral days, sspecially ns, in nogleoting to get rid
of the Merrimae, Mr. Sooratary Wolles has de~
livered up the James river to the enemy. Sup-
pose, thea, that, leaving ten or fifieen thou-
sand men to work the batteries of the York
peninsula against Genoral MoClellan, the bulk
of the rebel Army of the East, say eighty thou-
sand strong, under Genersl Jo. Johaston, is
moved out of the peninsula, and is dashed
upon the army of McDowell, and that that
army is routed, what will there be to provent
Johuston from moving at once, by forced
marches, upon Washington? and how is the
army of General McClellan to intercept him?
It is possible that at this moment the main
body of the robel army from Munassas may be
much fiearer to MeDowell than to McClellan.

There may be not the slightest ground for
any wnch apprebensions.  We are willing to he-
lieve that the plans of the War Department
for the ocoupation of Richmend involve ne
possible chance of danger !» Washington; but
in any event, from the hints which we have
thrown out. Mr. Secretary Stanton will he en-
abled to appreciate the public solicitude con-
cerning the safoty of the several converging
armies into which our late grand Army of the
Potomue has been divided.

Our National Defences.

Among the rosults of the present war i3 the
awskening of the country to the necessity of
national defences, which have been too long
neglected. New discoveries in the art of war
have rendlered the old wenpons and old de-
fences obsolete, and events that have ocenrred
since the breaking out of the rebellion have
pointed out the danger of legving our coast
and Northern frontier so badly protected. ™Mr-
sSeward did not call the attention of the North.
ern States and of Congress to the matter a mo-
went too soon, The admirable report of the
Military Committee, drawn up by Mr. Plair,
which we published yesterday, is the fruit of
this warning. We trust it will not fall elill-
born to the gronnd, bat that it will be taken up
in a liberal and compreliensive spirit, and acted
upon with promptitude and energy.

It condains many siggestions of great practi-
cal value; for instance, one, that a military edu-
eation should be opened to the soms of such
parents a3 are willing to pay for it, and that
the army should be open to them equally as
to the cadets of West Point. Passing over
#evaral other points, we come to the most im-
portant. ‘e

By the freaty of pence with England, after
the war of 1812-15, it was"agreed tLat neither
of the two nations should maintain a navy
apon the lakes which divide Canada from the
United Siates. England has nentralized the
treaty as [ur ae she is concerned by construct-
ing two short military cupals, which connect
the upper with the lowsr lakes, and the lower
with the ccesn, cut of the reach of our guns.
At an¥ moment she may send up o fleet which,
in the event of war, could destroy cvery Ame-
rican town from Ogdensburg to Chicago, and
enable her to invade the Northérn States,
Near the kead of the St, Lawrence, at the foot
of Lake Ontario, the Briiish, to complete their
supremacy on the lakes, have built an immense
naval depot for the construction and repair of
vessels, and & very strong {oviress to protect
the depot and the outlet of the lake. As the
right bauk of the Upper St. Lawrence is
in the United Siales, we hLove, of course,
o right to erect fortificutions there to command
the river. Both sides of the Si. Lawrence
below belong to England. In order to have
unimpeded military communication, a canal
has heen constructed from the lower part of
Lake Outario to the St Lawrence, at a pojot
where the emiuent dowain on either bank of
the river belongs exclusively to her Eritannio
Majesty. Now, to place she United States om
a footing of equality, it will be neuusury}or
our government to construgt fortifications aud
naoval depots, snd two or three military canals—
ouc from the Mississippi, by Illinois river,
Into Lake Michigan, and the other frum Lake
Erie into Lake Ontario around Niagura Falls—
while the Brieand Hudson Canal could be so
enlorged as to allow a vessel of 1,500 or even
2,000 tone to enter Lake Erio from the ocean,
which could be accomplished in a shorler time
from the city of New York than from the mouth
of the 5t. Lawreace, to say nothing of the dan-
gor and deluy arising from rapids, rocks aod ice.
As our ships could remain Juter in the full and
till the British were icebound, snd as they could
enter (ko lakes from the Mississippi in the
gpring & month sooner than the British could
Ly way of the 8t Lawrence, the advintage
would be all on our side. DBy the construction
of the two conals and the enlurgement of the
Frie, a fleet blockaded in New York might be
removed to New Orieansg by internal water
communieation, the Huodson being connected
with thie Mississippi. Nor is this all. Such is
tie wonderful masaer in which oature las
fuvarad this country thut, in time of war with a
great maritime Power, un interior coast channel
from New Orleans 1o Hoston can be completed
at a very small expense, as follows:—Beginning
in the Mississippl river, above New Orleans,
and oponing np the bed of the iLerville river
(elosed by General Jackson in 1512-15), an
friner communication may be conlinued along
the const hetwoes the dlande*and the main®
Inud, via Mobile and Pensacola (crossing Flori-
dao with a ship canal), Savannah, Charleston,
Beauforl, Norfolk, Baltimore, Philadelphla,
New Rrunswick and New York, theongh Long
Island Sonnd, Narragansott and Buvzard's bays
Ly n short canal to Massachusetts iy, New
Lomidon can be connected with Beaufort by
threo short and fnexpenasive canals of an aggre-
gate longth of only seventy-eight and u half
wiles. How important in peace or war is this
internsl comimunication, and how beautifully
ia it dedigned by Providence to Puk the North
with the South and the West with the Bast by
an unbroken clain, making, the woole one

L grand countty, with une mighty destiay, :

v
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s Seoretary W olles Golng Out!=—A Golden
Opportunity A'r the Grandoest Results.

According to (i telegraph, Mr. Becretary

 Wellos, the venorabhe bead of the Navy De-

partment, is going ows) sod 8 new man is to
fako his place, 1t is statad, too, that Mr. Welles
#to be ahipped off to Spxin. It is a matter,
however, of little or mo comsegmence whether
the gentleman goos to Spain, Paragnay or Ja-
pan, so that wo get him out of the Navy Depart”
ment. His sucecesor, if picked up in the
strects at a venture, cannot posaibly be worse,
and may bo a thonsand times better, qualified
to administer the duties of Lhe depurtment at
this orisis than is Mr. Welles.

But President Lincoln, exercising his owa
good judgment, and in eecordance with the
storn and costly lessons of this war and the
imperative demands of the present day in the
malter of an efficient navy, can effect an lm-
mediate and woaderful revolution in our naval
service by tho appointment of the right kind
of man to manage It. We expect, too, that Mr.
Linooln will appoint the right sert of man.
We are strengthened in thin impression very
much from the report that General Banks, of
Massachasetta, and Govermor Spraguo, of
Rhode Taland, are foremost among the names
mentioned a8 those from which the mew head
of the Navy Department will be ohosen.
Either General Banks or Governor Sprague
will be satisfactory to the country; for they
both belong to the astive, earnest, leading pro-
gressive men of the present day, and not to the
old poiitical fessils of a generation which is
buried, nor to the exploded military ideas and
menns and appliances of war of 1860.

What is the record of Mr. Welles as our Secre-
tary of the Navy? It isthat of a mun still ad-
hering to an old order of thought after it has
been superseded by o revolution in the art of
war a8 marked as that resulting from the intro-
duction of gunpowder. Mr. Welles bas made
some considerable additiona to our naval ealab-
lishment; but among them are from sixty to
seventy eailing wooden wessels purchased,
which, with only a few exceptions, to the best
of our knowledge, have not been, and are not
likely to be, of any earthly service to the govern-
ment. We are informed, too, thut the fwenty
wooden steam gunboats, which ,Mr. Weles
was induced to hurry up for the usea
of our seaboard naval expeditions in this war,
are but little if anything fuster nnder a full head
of steam than a common sailing vessel under
a good wind, Mr. Welles, we believe, bas also
provided for the construction of several iron-
clad gunboats, to be finished six or nine
months hence, from which it I8 evident
that he supposcs this war i= to “drag ita slow
length along.”" through six, eight or (en years
of comfortable contracls snd magnificent old
fushioned naval expeditions.

We want a Secretary of the Navy who will
give usa record different from tbis, from be-
ginning to end; we want no more purchases
of old sailing veasels as ships-of-war; we want
no more wooden gunbonls propelled by ateam
at the rate of seven or eight miles an hour; we
want no more mugnificent naval expeditions to
uninhabited sand hills and unprofitable sea
islands, while such places as Norfolk, Wilming-
ton, Charleston, Savannah, Mobile and New Or-
leans continue in the hands of the enemy. Our
great naval expedition of last autumn might
just as easily have shelled out the rebel de-
fances of Norfolk as those of I'ort Royal; sad
Norfolk, with its arsenal of two thousand five
hundred pieces of artillery, snd with that un-
finished monster, the errimac, would have haen
a prize that fifty times over would have paid all

exwmm.
e have no donbt that Mr. Secretary Welles
is responsible for 11 great blunder of moving
off' this aforesaid #xpedition from the walers of
Norfolk, when Norfolk, of all plaoes, wis the
very place to be first tuken. Had it been taken
laust October, tho James river route to Rich-
mond would now be open to us, and we should
not now find the banks of the Misslssippi brist-
ling with rebel hattaries, numbering at each de-
fensive point from fifty to two or three hundred
heavy gnne.

Mr. Welles was afraid of Norfolk, as he was
afraid of the new naval experiment of the Moni-
tor when first proposed to him by Caplain
Ericsson, The Captain waited npon the Secre-
tary from day to day for a hearing till Lis pa-
tionce was exhausted; and then, as a 1ast resort,
going in person to the I'resident. with his plans
and proposals, be was heard and authorized to
build his ship. We are indebted, then, to
the lucky thought of Captain Ericsson, of ap-
pealing from Hecrelary Welles to President
Lincoln, for the lucky presence of the Monitor
in Hunpton Roads, when nothing but the pre-
sence of such a vessel could have saved w
from a public disgrace and an invincible
sen monster which, in another day, might havo
changed the fortunes of this war in favor of the
rebellion.

Wa want iron-cind ramas and gunbonats, swift
and strong; and a Lalf a dozen mach craft.
carrying each only on# bheavy gun of the most
approved American invention, will be worth
more o us than & dozem lunbering and vual-
nerable Warriors. We want a man in the Navy
Department who will keep us shead of Eng-
land in these iron naval defences, and who
will defeat by anticipating the iron-clad ves-
seols which our Southern rebels are building at
varfous places. Let ns hope that President
Linenln will give us such o man as the succes-
sor to old Mr. Welles,

Wiar Wi Have Doxe vor Evsors.--Since
wo lhave becowo a nation we have givew
Europe the best reapers, the tightest lacks,
the fastest raow horses, the cheapest clooks,
the most pugnacious pugilisis, the swiftes!
yachts, the most accurate telegraph, the fastest
ocean stewmers of the world,  We have indeed
shiowered our gening upon the other nutions of
the earth, Now we have prodoced s smadl
fron stewmer, which, in a five Lours” light in
Hawpton Rowds, utterly destroys all the old
nuvies  of Turope, aud givea to the other

IMPORTANT FROM WASHINGTON
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Ratification of the Seward-Lyons Treaty
for Suppressing the African
Slave Trade. .

The Dill Recosnising Haytl and Liderls
Pasied by the Semate.

e

.htmuins Debatesin Congrvsson
the Cenfiscation Question.

The Object of the French
Visit to Rickmond.

i
.

Betwoen Mr. Vallandigham
and Benator Wade.

Diffloulty

Hr, Wade Stigmatised as a Liar, a Seoun-

drel and a Coward,
&o., &e., &o.
Wamunaros, April 24, 1068

BATIPICATION OF THE ANWARD-LYONS TREAYY WO
THE SUPPRESSION OF THE AFRIOAN BLAVE TRABS.
The Senale to-day, by s unasimous volo, ratilled the

Seward-Lyous treaty recontly negolisted here for the

suppresston of the African slave trade. This is deemed

& moat important trealy, which will probably awesp the

last vestige of the piratical trafic from the faoe of Wbe

aoan,

BEIURN OF THE FRENCH MINISTER FROM RTIOHMOND.
The French Mioistor, M. Heorl Mogcier, rotarmad te-

day in the frigate Gassend! from Richroond. Soon afler

his srrival he visited the Stats Duopariment, and’hel »

Ilong and doubtless interesting Interview with Secratangy

Soward, M. Morcior states that he nover hoard unlil his

arrival hero of Dr. Lemoluo, who 15 #aid, by the Rt

mond papers, 0 bave represented thirly thousand

Frenchmen.

M, Mercior's visit to Richmond was not of politioad
importanos, but, as stated in the HawiLn some time age,
was puroly of s businesa charactor, in reforence (o Use
safoty of a large mmount of property belonging to the
French government, which was in dauger of belag
burned or destroyed by the vandals of the robel oonfe-
derscy whon they shall be compelled Lo evacuMe
Richmond.

THE COBRESFONDENCE WITH FRANOE RELATIVE 79

THE WAR,

Mr. Vallandig & resolution calling upon the Presi
dont for suih eorrespendence botween this government
and France as muy have beon revelved within ihe last
two months, was based upon the knowladgo of the facs,
that the Fronch government, supposiog that it had beea
sasurad that the rebellion should be grushed out withia
a given tima, which iv alroady past, has made some verg
siguificant inquirien of eur government upon that suljest,

THE REPUBLICAN CAUQUS.

Tha object of the cancus lasl night waa to the
details of a Confiscation bill that would ihe
full vote of the rapuolican party in the House. Tt wes
b informally determinod that the bill o be prosentell
ahould afiix the penalty of confiscation only to those whe
luave been actually boaring arms against the Unitod States,
excluding oll who may bo able to prove that thay were
involuntarily in arms. The valy cvhjection urged agalust
e propossd il is its § ibility with the express
provislons of the constitution. This Ml will unquestion-
ably be passod, but Lthe Supreme Court will probably, cen”
fine its operation to the life estale of rebels gouvicled
under It
LOVEJOY'8 HARANGUE g:l :I:l CONFISCATION QUmS-

0N,

Hon. Owen Lovejoy's speech upon confiscation to dag,
sithough toned down as much as possible under the ad-
vice af his frionds, proclaimed boldly the doctrine of the
radicals, that elthor slsvery or the Union musi be de-
stroyed in this war. He sald that either slavery or she
ropublic must porish. It is certaln that the confiscation
bili will be modified 80 a8 Lo reach only the properiy of
tlie loadars in the rebellion. The majority in tho House
will go no farther than this.

THR EMANCIFATION COMMISSION COMPLETED,

The appointment of Horatio King, sx-Posimastor Gene-
ral,as ens of the Commissiousrn under the act for the
abolishgent of slavery in the Distriet of Colymbis, was
confirmed by the Seuste lo-day. The Board will orgea-
ize al onoe.

Tho sasault upon the Pregident, in connection with the
appoiutment of Mr. King, howover gratifying to she
radicals who Are waging war agaimit the administration,
is seversly condemned by all who appreciate the patriot-
{sm exhibited by the fow who were called to the reseas
of the cuuntry during the last days of the Buchasam
dynasty. Tho fonr gontlemon montionsd in tho corres.
p.adence of the Times as unworthy of public favor, om.
account of their connection with the administration of
Mr. ) ,wers procisely those whote effurts were
relied upon by the whole nation in & most Lrying bour le
gave the country (rom the ruin invokod Ly the previous
maupgemsent of public aflalrs. It was their oom.
duct wpon thal cocasion that commended them te
the poople and to Presideat Linceln. Tha nomination of
Mr. King, however, was not prompled by the Secretary
of War. He was 4 by the Preaident L If, sa &
man of known iulsgrity and enjoying the conildsace of
the people of the District and therefera ominentiy propee
ai one of (hess Commissionars. These facts Induced the
prompt coufirmation of the appointment Ly the Senats.
wi e MPPICULTY BRTWEEN MR, VALLANLIGHAM AND

BENATOR WADN,

A speck of war appearsd in Cougrera to-day. Mr. Val.
tandighnm made use of languags in the Houss in refe”
rence to Sepator Wade which has cauged munch Inquiey
during (he evening resporting the Seonator's fAghleg
qualities, Mr. Wade hins quite a reputation ss & fighiing
man. 1t is poasible that in the absence of the Southers
fire gaters, who were wonl o resort to the dueilo, North-
oro men may show that they are quite equal in suoh
nalters.

4'r. Hutchina' resolution censuring Mr, Vallandigham
for alloged violation of the rules and decorum of the
Hevas by making use of denunclatory laoguage agaiass
Sepat 't Wade, after quoting from the laliter's recemt
speech o the Senate, will come up Lo-morrow for fnal
sctiar. The participants in the colloquy, Momsrs, Yal®
landigvar. and Hlake (ons the assailans, the other the
defender of Mr. Wade), exhubited intenss oarnestuess
Thoavane for o while was exceadingly upirited, and was.
abriptly tarmiantod by un adjourfment.

BRCHETARY WELLES' DENRNCE.

@ocrstary Welles is preparing s siatement for pubhion:
tiom i aelf defenos, 1t fe ballowad that it will contale
some savare strictures upon e other departmsais of the

gvernment

.

THE TAX BILL.

The roport that the Honate Finauoe Commitbes had
dogided to incronns tho tax on inalt liquors 4o two dolinre
n barrel 15 err Huch & proposition was srreaied,
and the commities manifested a disposilion to diminish
tho wax to Aifty conta A barrol
the country saa r-=rapentad bolore the commitien by
Mr. Bquires. It wannhown taat the syygregaie produes
timof malt lignors in s couniry is atx milllonn of bar.
roln, im<iead of three and & quarter willions, s stated
{s v lust consus, and 1ngh & tax of one dnllr & bar.
ol wonld impons upon ihis individual intecest one-
Jiwentioih of the whole amount of tax proposed

Powoers of lhe world a model for the recon-
struction of their fleats.

-

Tue Inoy Auk—In 1847 and 1845 oor Calj
fornin discoveries throw us into the golden ev,.
This grow out of the Mexicnn war. Now fup
are entoring upon the nge of fron, prowleg out
of $he present rebiel don. Owar sacrifices 19 ¢ our
honor and infegrity develop the wondedf o) ro-
sorirees of this great couutry, to the vsionish-
men' snd bewildermont of he v, of (he
world

Ouie Live OAx T LANTATIONS ~TWara was some
exeitement sevoral months alnas hocaneo all
the live onk planiations were “in the hands of
the robele.  What if they werof  OF what vae
are thoy now?! Instoad of 1 ese we want plenty
of ivon mines and roltlng ‘mills Live oak haa
hecome obsolets. i

-

¥ 1, be rased. This reprosoniation, together with the
faal thas about one-ffth of the taalt Lguors hrawsd are
avallahle by fermauiation, while tha Lax s
{mposed o the whole, will probabily Induee the commil-
oo Lo reduce the tax to Nty oenty por baerel
CPTLEMENT OF NEW YORK WAR CLAIMA,

ha Uil ntroduced by Mr. Fentan in the Houws Lo dey
provides thai Ve proper accounting ofiiears of the Tron,
Aury taay oxami® A o meeouhith batween Lhe pariies
an wore aAjusted under the ach of May 2, _uu.
athiorigiug the payment of the interest due the Hiate
of New York: and upon the ro sxkmination o Avvme
o sums expended by the Stato of New York, nudthe
qumn ropaid by the United Siates.  In this asttiement
¢ muat e ealoriated up 1o the time of any

ronfdored un

e nleres

aynsnt mads, and the  payment firab  Ap-
:m-l o Uhis; and the  balance, if oy, Ve
e Applied W redace the  privcipal,  Interesy

14 to "4 caloulatad only oo suma upon wiioh the Siate has
ol ar 4 b or paid intereal by the tragafer of an interesd
pearing fund, 18 the application of Who abayve rules, if
aoy money o found due 4 (o gratoof Now pek, b slall

The brewing inteross of

b



